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The Bolsheviki and the 
American Workers 

The whole world is intensely interested in the acts and purposes of 
the Bolsheviki,— and when we say Bolsheviki we mean the class 
conscious, revolutionary workers and poorer peasants of Russia, the 
proletariat and proletarian peasantry which, for the first time in history, 
are in absolute control of the destiny of a great nation. 

The corrupt press of Capitalism is not as insistent as it was in 
accusing the Bolsheviki of being "agents in the employ of Germany." 
The new accusation is that the Bolsheviki represent a few irresponsible 
individuals and fanatics only, who are bent upon driving Russia to 
disaster. 

Disaster? The Bolsheviki might answer that it was the Czarism 
that brought disaster to Russia, by engaging in an imperialistic war, and 
then, through corruption and general dishonesty, allowing the Russian 
soldiers to be butchered by the millions. 

Disaster? The Bolsheviki might answer that it was the imperialistic 
government of Milyukov-Gutchkov that brought disaster to Russia, by 
brazenly trying to make the Revolution continue the war of the Czarism; 
that is was the government of Kerensky that brought disaster to Russia, 
by hypocritically prating about peace and democracy, and secretly con- 
spiring to continue an imperialistic war, by allowing the employers to 
shut down factories and starve the workers, and by refusing to hand 
over the land to the peasants, so that agriculture might flourish and 
prevent starvation, 

The Bolsheviki did not seize power as individuals; they were 
invested with the power of government by the Councils of Workers, 
Soldiers and Peasants, which represent the mass of the people of Russia, 
the useful, producing people, and not the parasites who wish to live 
off the fat of the land produced by the sweat of the workers. 



These Councils represent the democracy of the workers; they 
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<m me woriters and peasants through the control of their own prole- 
tarian, revolutionary government. 

^ ■ The capitalists, accordingly, in Russia and everywhere else, are not 
m sympathy with the Bolsheviki, with the proletarian revolutionary 
government of Russia. 

The Bolsheviki, however, don't desire the sympathy of the capi- 
talists: they have no use whatever for that class which they are trying 
to destroy forever. But the Bolsheviki DO desire the sympathy and 
co-operation of the workers of the world, the class which alone counts 
in society, and which alone can bring peace, prosperity and liberty to 
the world,— which means the establishment of international Socialism, 

It is necessary, therefore, that you, the American worker, understand 
the purposes of the Bolsheviki ; for although they are 4,000 miles away, 
the Bolsheviki represent YOUR interests and are carrying on YOUR 
struggle for liberty. Capitalism means private property, war and misery 
for the workers the world over; the proletariat everywhere is intensely 
interested in the struggle for Socialism. 

The Revolutionary workers of Russia are not selfishly national, are 
not simply interested in their own problems. They realize the very 
important fact that the problems of the workers are the common prob- 
lems of the workers everywhere, are INTERNATIONAL problems 
which can be solved only by the united action of the the international 
working class. And the Bolsheviki, therefore, act" accordingly. 

This is seen at its best in the Bolshevist attitude toward peace. The 
proletarian revolution in Russia has made peace an immediate issue that 
must be considered immediately,— not a separate peace between Russia 
and Germany, but a general peace for all peoples. 

The Russian proletariat desires a general peace, because all peoples 
are the victims of this brutal war; a .general peace, because peace is 
not peace unless it includes all the belligerents; a general peace, because 
it is not peace unless it brings Socialism, as Socialism alone can bring 
permanent peace in the interest of the workers and of civilization 
generally. 

It is a vicious lie to say that the Bolsheviki went to Brest-Li tovsk 
to make a separate peace, or to make a peace with the accursed diplomats 
of Germany and Austria. They know very well, these representatives 
of the Russian Revolution, that Germany would act as a conqueror, would 
try to impose a military peace. The Bolsheviki went to Brest-Litovsk 



to expose the governments of Germany and Austria, — and they did; 
they wanted to convince the peoples of Germany and Austria that their 
governments did not want a democratic peace, were bent on war and 
conquest, and that these governments had to be overthrown before a 
just peace could be realized, — and already revolutionary discontent has 
been tremendously increased in Austria and Germany. What military 
power could not accomplish, is being accomplished by the power of 
revolutionary ideas, — the workers of Germany and Austria are being 
aroused to revolt 

But it isn't the governments of the Central Empires alone that 
hamper peace; it is equally being hampered by the imperialistic govern- 
ments of the Allies. The government of Kerensky tried to get the Allies 
to revise and re-state their war aims, and the Allies politely but firmly 
refused. The secret treaty agreements of the Allies, published by the 
Bolshevist governments, have not yet been repudiated, — and in these 
agreements are plans for imperialistic conquest, agreements by which 
Italy is to secure huge slices of territory to which she has no right, 
Prance to get the west bank of the Rhine, etc. 

Under these conditions, how can the imperialistic governments of 
the Allies maintain that they are waging a war for democracy? 

The developments of the war, particularly the developments of the 
past three months, prove conclusively What the revolutionary Socialist 
has always claimed: that the governments of the ruling class are not 
representatives of democracy nor of all the people; they represent 
exploitation and tyranny, the interests of a class diametrically opposed 
to the workers. , j 

The Bolsheviki, accordingly, are not appealing to the governments, 
BUT TO THE PEOPLES. As against the full and free democracy 
of Socialism, all governments of the ruling class act in common and 
have identical interests. 

The struggle for peace, for a real peace of understanding, can be 
carried on only by the proletariat as against the capitalist class. 

A peoples' peace cannot be negotiated by the governments of the 
ruling class: such a peace must be negotiated by the peoples of each 
belligerent nation, and by the peoples alone. 

The slogan of a democratic peace is a fraud, if the peace is to be 
concluded by imperialistic governments. No matter what the terms 
of peace may be, even should they be on the basis of the Russian formula 
peace will be essentially an undemocratic, imperialistic peace if it is not 
simultaneously accompanied by the international overthrow of 
Imperialism. 
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Workers of the world, unite!— in the struggle for Socialism! 
Issued by the American Bolshevist 

Bureau of Information. ,: " J '^» Avc K 



^ The American Bolshevist Bureau of Information is 
organized to create an understanding of the struggles of 
the industrial and agricultural workers in Russia and 
through this understanding establish co-operation of the 
workers of the world. 



/ 



